
Creating 
Spaces

Gendered social norms  
are key drivers of child marriage practices.

Structural factors  
reinforce these norms and perpetuate  
further violence against women and girls. 

Creating Spaces is working with communities to challenge and change  
social norms to end child marriage and other forms of violence against women and girls. 

Learn more https://www.oxfam.ca/publication/creating-spaces-impact/

social norms
promote child marriage

  Access to education 
     Favouring boy’s education

   Popular media 
     Reinforcing gender stereotypes  
      & violence

  Poverty 
   Marrying daughters early  
   to reduce economic burden

    Discriminatory laws 
   Legalizing child marriage

   Sexual violence 
  Marrying girls as “protection”  
against violence

X

No sex or 
relationships 

before 
marriage 

Men are 
breadwinners, 

 women are 
home-makers 

Men make 
the decisions, 

women and girls 
must obey

Men/boys 
have more value 

than women/ 
girls 


